[Biochemical aspects of the action of local anesthetics].
Notions on the molecular mechanisms of anesthesia are presented. The chemical characteristics are given for main representatives of certain groups of local anesthetics with peculiarities of their membrane-tropic action mentioned. The effect of local anesthetics on the synaptic transmission, membrane enzymes, ion transport through the cell membranes is considered simultaneously with the anesthesia phenomenon on the basis of the data available in literature and results of the authors' investigations.